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I NTRO D U C TIO N
Pleomorphic adenoma is a benign tumour of the salivary glands arising from myoepithelial and intercalated duct cells, and is the most common tumour of the salivary gland. 70% of these tumours occur in the parotid gland, and around 22% in the minor salivary glands. (1) This report describes a case of pleomorphic adenoma arising in the cheek, which underwent therapeutic wide local excision with wide margins. Although pleomorphic adenomas arising from the minor salivary glands rarely affect the cheeks, the condition should still be considered in the differential diagnosis of cheek masses.
CA S E R EPO RT
A 40-year-old Indian man presented with a slow-growing, 
D I SCU S S IO N
Neoplasms of the salivary glands account for less than 1% of all tumours, and 3%-5% of all head and neck tumours.
(1) Around 70% of these tumours occur in the parotid gland, 10% in the submandibular gland and the remainder in the minor salivary glands. (2) Pleomorphic adenoma is the most common tumour of the major and minor salivary glands.
(1) Among the intraoral sites, the hard palate (42.8%-68.8%) is reported to be the most commonly affected area, followed by the upper lip (10.1%) and cheek (5.5%). (3) (4) (5) Around 50% of tumours of the minor salivary gland are malignant in nature. (1, 2) They occur more frequently in women than men and in the fourth to sixth decade of life.
(1)
Pleomorphic adenoma of the minor salivary gland of the cheek Fig. 1 Intraoperative photograph shows pleomorphic adenoma of the cheek.
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The aetiology of pleomorphic adenoma is still not clearly known. However, pleomorphic adenoma is described to have an epithelial origin, along with clonal chromosome abnormalities with aberrations involving 8q12 and 12q15. (6) Pleomorphic adenomas tend to present as painless, slowgrowing, submucosal swellings that do not cause fixation or ulceration of the overlying mucosa. 
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